
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 24
2 Kings 23:31-24:2 - Jehoahaz & Jehoiakim’s Reign

Jehoahaz becomes king at 23, reigned for 3 months.  He did evil in the sight of the LORD.  He gets imprisoned by the 
king of Egypt.  He will eventually die in Egypt.

Pharaoh Neco then appoints Eliakim, another son of Josiah as king and changes his name to “Jehoiakim”.  Jehoiakim 
is a puppet ruler for Pharaoh, ensuring that the Egyptians get the taxes they have required of Judah.  He will 
begin his reign at 25 years old and rule for 11 years in Jerusalem (the first 8 under Pharaoh’s control, the last 
3 under Babylon’s.)

Let’s think about what we’re reading here for a moment.  We are talking about the king of Judah, ruling on David’s 
throne in Jerusalem as a puppet for Egypt.  Taking money from the people of Judah and giving it to Pharaoh.  O how the 
mighty have fallen!

Moses charged the people before the entered the promised land the following:

Deuteronomy 28:12-14 - "The LORD will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain to your land in 
its season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not 
borrow.  13 "The LORD will make you the head and not the tail, and you only will be above, and you will not be 
underneath, if you listen to the commandments of the LORD your God, which I charge you today, to observe them 
carefully,  14 and do not turn aside from any of the words which I command you today, to the right or to the 
left, to go after other gods to serve them.

If the nation would have just followed the commands of the LORD they would be blessed above all nations - a light to the 
world, a city set upon a hill, a nation of priests.  But they turned from the LORD, time and time again.  And now here 
they are, the nation that had been freed from slavery in Egypt, who walked out of Egypt carrying all of the gold and 
silver and treasures (Exodus 12:35-36), paying high taxes and tribute to Pharaoh, with their own “king” a pawn in 
Egypt’s hand.  And yet, an even worse state is still to come...

At this point in history, Assyria is no more.  Babylon has risen and is being ruled by its greatest king, Nebuchadnezzar. 
 There seems to be a regional battle between Egypt in the south west and Babylon in the north/east.  And small nation 
between the two empires is helpless and must determine who they will align with if they want to survive.  At first Judah 
is under Egyptian rule, but now (v. 1), Nebuchadnezzar/Babylon has taken over Judah.  This only lasts for 3 years when 
the former vassal of Egypt (Jehoiakim) rebels (v. 1).  His rebellion was not a smart move, and Babylon responds by sending 
a massive force to attack Jerusalem.
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(It was at this time that Daniel, his 3 friends and other leading men of Judah are taken captive to Babylon to serve in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s court.)

2 Kings 24:3-4 - Babylon’s Attack: This Was The LORD’s Doing

The writer of 2 Kings clearly tells us why these things are coming upon Judah.  It’s time for the judgment of God 
upon the nation.  (More on this later…)

2 Kings 24:5-9 - Jehoiakim dies.  Jehoiachin rules

Jehoiachin becomes king at 18 years old and reigns for 3 months.  He continues to do evil in the sight of the LORD.

2 Kings 24:10-17 - Nebuchadnezzar’s Siege of Jerusalem

Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem and it didn’t take long for Jehoiachin to surrender.  Nebuchadnezzar then 
proceeds to exile to Babylon “all the captains, mighty men of valor, craftsmen and smiths” as well as 10,000 
captives.  Along with the human captives, the Babylonians take all of the treasures of the king and the temple. 
 This is the second of 3 stages of the Babylonian attack.

(It is during this time that the prophet Ezekiel is taken as one of the captives to Babylon.  As one reads the book 
of Ezekiel, you can learn of God’s message to the captives in Babylon as well as his prophetic vision of the 
future.)

Nebuchadnezzar leaves Jehoiachin’s uncle (Mattaniah) to be “king” over the remaining people of the land and 
changes his name of Zedekiah.  Zedekiah will remain king for 11 years as a way for Babylon to collect money and 
resources from the remaining people in the land.  Eventually Zedekiah too will rebel, because it seems, that’s 
what all the cool kids are doing...yikes!

2 Kings 24:18-20 - Zedekiah’s Reign, Rebellion

Zedekiah is 21 years old when he becomes king and he reigns for 11 years.  He does evil in the sight of the LORD 
and will rebel against Nebuchadnezzar (in the 9th year of his reign)  Zedekiah is Josiah’s brother and a far cry 
from the man his brother was.

As we end chapter 24 the narrator reminds us (again) of the “why” for all of these events.

2 Kings 24:20a (NLT) - These things happened because of the LORD's anger against the people of Jerusalem and 
Judah, until he finally banished them from his presence and sent them into exile…
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Actually, verse 20 serves as a bridge between chapters 24 and 25, the last chapter of 2 Kings.  The reader should 
understand, and make no mistake about it, that everything that happened (so far) in chapter 24 was because Judah turned 
from the LORD and everything (we are about to read) in chapter 25 is his will/doing as well.  It’s as if the narrator (and 
ultimately the LORD) wants the reader to know for sure the “why” to all of this judgment.

And if for some reason someone is just picking up the story in chapter 24-25 and wonders why the so-called “chosen people” 
are being defeated and exiled - we have a repetition of the reason twice in one chapter. (24:3-4 & 20).  The ancient scribes 
didn’t have BOLD or highlighters, so the way they would emphasis an important point is through repetition.  And so we must 
recognize that this information, that this is all God’s anger/wrath upon his own people because of their flat out and 
continual rejection of Him and his ways is the reason why they find themselves in this situation.

I hope that we arrive at the start of chapter 24 with a true awareness of what is happening here.  I hope we aren’t 
reading over these passages as a borning listing of names, dates and places.  I hope for those who have been on this 
journey since even as early as 1 Kings recognize the devastating moment we are reading.  In fact, there is much more to 
this particular story than just what we read in 2 Kings 24.  So much of Jeremiah’s book speaks of this moment, as does 
Chronicles.  Rivaled only perhaps by chapter 25, this is a moment of great sadness in biblical history.  

Yahweh is bringing judgment on his own people and upon the promised land.

Read that again.  Yahweh is bringing judgment on his own people and upon the promised land.

As a pastor, it is so tempting to bring up some promise about future restoration or remind us in the shadow of these 
lousy kings that there remains a promise of the great and coming king, but I am resisting that temptation (for this week) 
and instead encouraging us to dwell on this sorrow and sadness and judgment rather than quickly jumping to something 
that will take the edge off a bit. 

The God who called for a flood of the earth is calling for the Babylonian’s to flood Judah and Jerusalem.  The God who 
tore down the tower of Babel is tearing down the foolish kings of Judah.  The God who brought judgment to Egypt is now 
using Babylon to bring judgment on the children of Abraham.  Those are the facts.  And so are the following 3 truths 
about this judgment:

1 - This judgment is not a surprise.  This was the promised consequence of rejection of God and his ways, dating 
back from before the nation even stepped over the Jordan River.

2 - This judgment is not hasty.  God had been calling to His people for generations through His word and through 
His prophets - offering forgiveness, pledging his love, calling them back.

3 - This judgment is not due to a flaw in God.  The repetition of this all being God’s doing is so that no one 
mistakes that all of this calamity comes to Judah because their God couldn’t save.  That might have been true for 
the other nations but not of Yahweh.
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And so it is good for us to consider these things and look at our own moment and relationship with God.  As Christians, 
we are not under the old covenant, whose consequences are being enacted upon Judah here, we are under the new 
covenant.  But we have need to fear and be vigilant in our day too.  The coming and work and grace of Jesus does not 
fuel a casual attitude towards faithfulness to our covenant - it should inspire even greater fidelity on our part.  

We will finish with the warning Hebrews gives to the new covenant people of God.  It is tremendously timely as we finish 
2 Kings 24.

Hebrews 10:23-29 -Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 
 24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  25 not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day 
drawing near.  26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer 
remains a sacrifice for sins,  27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL 
CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.  28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of 
two or three witnesses.  29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot 
the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has 
insulted the Spirit of grace?

Hebrews 10:36-39 - For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive 
what was promised.  37 FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY.  38 BUT MY 
RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM.  39 But we are not of 
those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.

Let it be so of us.
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